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[bookmark: _Hlk511905255][bookmark: _Hlk129185847]The Association of Independent Research Institutes (AIRI) thanks the Subcommittee for its long-standing and bipartisan leadership in support of the National Institutes of Health (NIH).  We continue to believe that science and innovation are essential if we are to improve our nation’s health, sustain our leadership in medical research, and remain competitive in today’s global information and innovation-based economy.  AIRI urges the Subcommittee to provide NIH with at least $51.3 billion in base funding in fiscal year (FY) 2025.  AIRI also commends Congress for continuing to reject harmful policies such as reducing support for facilities and administrative (F&A) costs or investigator salary support on NIH grants.  In addition, AIRI supports the development and funding of the Advanced Research Project Agency for Health (ARPA-H).  AIRI looks forward to seeing how ARPA-H can support high-risk, high-reward research to accelerate the pace of biomedical innovation as the agency continues to launch programs in 2024.  As the promise of ARPA-H rests on the foundational research that is supported by NIH’s base budget, AIRI urges the Subcommittee to continue to ensure that any additional funding provided for ARPA-H supplements, and does not supplant, the NIH’s base budget funding.  

AIRI is a national organization of more than 80 independent, non-profit research institutes that perform basic and clinical research in the biological and behavioral sciences.  AIRI institutes vary in size, with budgets ranging from a few million to hundreds of millions of dollars.  Each AIRI member institution is governed by its own independent Board of Directors, which allows our members to focus on discovery-based research while remaining structurally nimble and capable of adjusting their research programs to emerging areas of inquiry.  Investigators at independent research institutes consistently exceed the success rates of the overall NIH grantee pool, and they receive nearly ten percent of NIH’s peer-reviewed, competitively awarded extramural research project grants.  

 AIRI appreciates the work of the Subcommittee to protect funding during this fiscally constrained environment. The Subcommittee’s support of NIH is strongly demonstrated by these much-needed funds for life-saving biomedical research.  However, there is still much more to do.  NIH is tackling vast, interdisciplinary problems such as cancer, Alzheimer’s Disease, emerging infectious diseases, environmental health, and the opioid crisis, among others.  Biomedical research contributed to momentous advances in addressing the COVID-19 pandemic and now is the time to double down on the needed investments in the nation’s biomedical research ecosystem.  Continued budget certainty is needed for the agency to predictably fund new and ongoing grants and consider new initiatives necessary to improving human health and ensuring that we are prepared for the next public health crisis.  To ensure cutting-edge research at independent research institutes is not disrupted, AIRI strongly supports a topline of $51.3 billion for NIH in FY 2025.

Like others in the biomedical and health research community, AIRI has followed the development of ARPA-H closely and is excited about the promise that the agency holds to accelerate the pace of innovation while tackling some of the most persistent challenges in the health ecosystem. AIRI is pleased to see the growth of ARPA-H and our member institutes are prepared to continue their engagement with the agency to advance its mission.  ARPA-H has the potential to address grand challenges in public health that were previously thought to be impossible to solve.  Although there is excitement about the agency’s potential, we still do not fully understand many of the basic mechanisms underlying diseases and public health challenges facing the nation today, such as cancer, Alzheimer’s, and addiction, among others.  Funding for fundamental research is still crucial to address these issues, and AIRI urges the Subcommittee to ensure that basic research discovery funded by the NIH can adequately inform the transformative, applied research promised by ARPA-H.  Only by ensuring robust funding for NIH’s base budget and the foundational research it supports, can we put ARPA-H in the best possible position to succeed.

[bookmark: _Hlk512324925]Not only is NIH research essential to advancing health, it also plays a key economic role in communities nationwide.  Each year, NIH awards over 60,000 grants that directly support more than 300,000 researchers at more than 2,500 different institutions in every state and almost every congressional district.  In FY 2023, NIH invested $37.81 billion, over 80 percent of its budget, in the biomedical research community.  This investment directly and indirectly supported 412,041 jobs nationwide and generated $92.89 billion, or $2.46 for every $1 of NIH research funding, in new economic activity across the U.S.[footnoteRef:2]  AIRI member institutes are particularly relevant in this effort to leverage NIH funding to spur economic growth, as they are located across the country, including in many smaller or less-populated states that do not have major academic research institutions.  In many of these regions, independent research institutes are major employers and local economic engines, and they exemplify the positive impact of investing in research and science.  [2:  NIH’s funding information and economic impact data comes from United for Medical Research’s 2024 Update on NIH’s Role in Sustaining the U.S. Economy, https:// https://unitedformedicalresearch.org/annual-economic-report/] 
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The NIH model for conducting biomedical research, which involves supporting scientists at independent research institutes, medical centers, and universities provides an effective approach to making fundamental discoveries in the laboratory that can be translated into medical advances that save lives.  AIRI member institutions are private, stand-alone research centers that set their sights on the vast frontiers of medical science.  However, AIRI member institutes are especially vulnerable to reductions in the NIH budget, as they do not have other reliable sources of revenue to make up the shortfall.  Due to this reality, AIRI member institutes also face greater risks from proposals to reduce support for F&A costs or investigator salary support on NIH grants.  We urge the Subcommittee to continue rejecting these harmful policies.

AIRI member institutes’ flexibility and research-only missions provide an environment particularly conducive to creativity and innovation.  Independent research institutes possess a unique versatility and culture that encourages them to share expertise, information, and equipment across research institutions, as well as neighboring universities.  These collaborative activities help minimize bureaucracy and increase efficiency, allowing for fruitful partnerships in a variety of disciplines and industries.  Also, unlike institutes of higher education, AIRI member institutes focus primarily on scientific inquiry and discovery, allowing them to respond quickly to the research needs of the nation, as was demonstrated in the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic when many AIRI member institutes pivoted quickly to support essential research and discovery activities that contributed to the rapid development of vaccines and therapeutics.

AIRI deeply thanks the Subcommittee for its important work dedicated to ensuring the health of the nation, and we appreciate this opportunity to urge the Subcommittee to continue the success of NIH by providing $51.3 billion for the NIH’s base budget in FY 2025 and reaffirming that any additional funding for ARPA-H supplements the base budget funding to strengthen our nation's investment in life-saving medical research. 






Founded in 1962, AIRI is an association of independent, not-for-profit biomedical and behavioral research institutes whose mission is to enhance the ability of its members to improve human health and advance knowledge.  We accomplish our mission through member networking, education, and involvement in the development of science policy.
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